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we have in this Presidency a class of agricultural labourers
numbering,, with their families, some ten millions, by
whom, on the one hand, the dearness of salt would be felt-
more oppressively than by any other class, and to whom,
on the other, there seems to be no possibility of applying
directly the relief from taxation for which the increased
receipts from salt would provide the means. They would
participate to some extent in the relief which might thus
be given to any class upon which direct taxation falls, but
they are themselves subject to no such taxation, and could
not, therefore, be relieved from it.

"The immediate object of the proposal under con-
sideration being the abolition of the Frontier Customs
line, and there being (as has been shown) strong reason to
believe that it would be inexpedient to add to the taxation
of salt in this Presidency, the alternative is a reduction
of the rate at which salt is taxed in Northern India.
Whether such a measure is possible without a considerable
sacrifice of revenue, and whether that sacrifice would or
would not be greater than the Imperial Treasury can
bear, it is not for this Grovernment to decide. Primd facie,
it would seem probable that a reduction of the tax upon
salt in Upper India might be followed by an increased
consumption of this as well as of other tax-paying articles
such as would in no unimportant degree diminish the
consequent loss of revenue, which loss would be still
further counterbalanced by the gain to be derived from
the abolition of a cumbrous protective machinery, the
expense of which is not its only evil."

In January, 1873., Lord Hobart went to Calcutta, and
during the visit he found, as he expected, that the policy
adopted by Lord Northbrook was one with which he was
almost entirely agreed. This was a very great satisfaction
to him at the time, and ever after, and joined to a friend-
ship of many years' standing; explains the entire confidence